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February 19™, 2013

Appropriations Committee Testimony
Legislative Office Building, Room 2702
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

To whom it may concern;

My name is Anibal Nieves,l am currently in the Father’s for Life Program. This program offers
custody/visitation assistance and advocacy. It is because of this, that | am able to see my twin
daughters on a regular basis. Fathers for Life is also teaching me the necessary parenting skills
that t need to be the father my daughters deserve. I am all for keeping this program in the state
budget.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact me with any questions or concerns
you might have.

Sincerely,

by,

Anibal Nieves

86 Spring Street

New Haven, CT 06519
{203) 600-0237



February 15", 2013

Appropriations Committee Testimony
Legislative Office Building, Room 2702
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

To whom it may concern;

Fam writing in support of keeping the Fatherhood program in the State Budget. The Fathers for
Life program has had a profound impact on the lives of fathers, mothers, and children. |
perscnally attended the program in Bridgeport and have received support, parenting skills
education and court advocacy from program staff,

| undlerstand that many tough decisions need to he made. This program Is low cost and high
impact and with so few programs designed specificaily for fathers, | believe it would be worth it
to keep the program going. | strongly encourage you to fight to keep Fatherhood in the budget.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact me with any questions or concerns
you might have,

Sincerely,

Jj’;}i’-ir:, 1

A

Juan Hernandez

86 Benson Street
Bridgeport, Ct 06606
(203) 726-5837



February 19", 2013

Appropriations Committee Testimony
l.egislative Office Building, Room 2702
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

To whom it may concern;
My name Hector Rosado and | have been coming to the Fatherhood program in Bridgeport for @
while. It helps keep me from getting into trouble and I learn new things in life from hearing

everybody that say their side of their story every week. i always learn something new. This
program is good hecause people really get help here.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact me with any questions or concerns
you might have,

Sincerely,

Hector Rosado

19 South Avenue
Bridgeport, €T 06604
{203} 685-3001



February 15", 2013

Appropriations Committee Testimony
Legislative Office Building, Room 2702
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

To whom it may concern;

| am writing in support of keeping the Fatherhood program in the State Budget. The Fathers for Life
program has been a staple in the Bridgeport community for many years, and has had a profound impact
an the lives of hundreds of fathers, mothers, and children. | am a recent graduate of the program in
Bridgeport, and can tell you firsthand that it would hurt the community if there was no assistance from

Career Resources and Fathers for Life.

) understand that many tough decisions need to be made. With so few programs designed specifically
for fathers, { beliave it would be extremely unwise to cut their funding. 1 strongly encourage you to fight
to keep Fatherhood in the budget.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please cantact me at the information below with any
guestions or concerns you might have.

Smcerely, y
[
(/ /Z/C 73N

Leslie Sorrells

392 Prospect Street
Bridgeport, CT 06604
(214) 392-2610



February 15'", 2013

Appropriations Committee Testimony
Legislative Office Bullding, Room 2702
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

To whom it may concern;

I was greatly disturbed when | was informed that Father’s for Life (the Fatherhood program)
may not receive any more funding. ! strongly disagree and believe that this programis a
privilege for fathers like me and with the program not receiving funds it will take away from
fathers and families. Without the program | would not have anything to manage my time and
better myself, | think this program is really good for me and the alternative would be
incarceration and | choose Fathers for Life.

I am glad | did because since | been in the program it has helped me in many ways such as
preparing myself for an interview, job searching, how to present myself, how to look
presentable, how to communicate and approach certain tasks, Through it all, it has helped me
to feel good about myself.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact ime with any guestions or concerns
vou might have.

Tajuan Fogle

429 Lincoin Avenue
Bridgenort, CT 06606
(203) 450-8073



February 15", 2013

Appropriations Committee Testimony
Legislative Office Building, Room 2702
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

To whom it may concern;

I am writing in support of keeping the Fatherhood program in the State Budget. The Fathers for
Life program has been a staple in the Bridgeport community for many years, and has had a
profound impact on the lives of hundreds of fathers, mothers, and children. | personally
attended the program in Bridgeport, have graduated and still receive sugport from program
staff. | am currently in the process of petitioning for regular visitation with the assistance of the
Fatherhood program.,

Funderstand that many tough decisions need to be made. This program is low cost and high
impact and with so few programs designed specifically for parents, | believe it would be
extremely unwise to cut their funding. | strongly encourage you to fight to keep Fatherhood in
the hudget. g

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact nie with any questions or concerns
voeu might have,

Sincerely,

A g
',-"; ! 4""}
V4

/ Julio Velrgﬁi’/

28 Marfin Luther King Drive, Unit #7
Norwalk, Ct 06854
(203) 919-04186



February 15", 2013

Appropriations Commitiee Testimony
Legislative Office Building, Room 2702
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

To whom it may concern;

I am writing in regards to the Fatherhood program being kept in the State Budget. | know that
the state is going through a lot of changes and has to cut funding but, | honestly feel that if the
funds were cut it would hurt a lot of people, This program helps provide individuals who lack
the knowledge, network and the basic foundation to begin being productive and a true father in
their children’s fives as well as a productive citizen in our community. So that's partly why |
believe cutting this program will be a great loss.

| also feel, being a recently incarcerated father, that this program is a vital part of my
reintegration into society. | was recently released from prison and currently lack the knowledge
and foundation of finding a job and learning how to network. | believe this program can give me
the tools | need to not only survive but, also strive in society. So if you could, please reconsider
cutting funding for this program.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact me with any questions or concerns
you might have.

Sincerely,

Lynweood Cogdell
530 West Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06604
(203) 296-0154



To:  State of Connecticut, Appropriations Committee

Date: February 20, 2013

Having lived in Connecticut for nearly 30 years and enjoyed and appreciated the state’s beauty,
diversity, history and charm, [ strongly urge the Appropriations Committee to continue to
support the present budget of $15 million to the statewide effort in tourism and marketing, The
revenue generated through tourism, which is derived from every sector of the State, 1s vital to
this economy. Tourism is a REVENUE GENERATOR, not a cost to taxpayers.

While we understand that attendance at major visitor attractions has increased 6.68% just since
the new FY 12 campaign, the impact of this investment goes well beyond these attractions. In my
world of higher education, quality student recruitment is critical to the future of all Connecticut’s
institutions of learning. The state image, availability of stable, educated and lively communities
and institutions of higher education, contribute to our attractiveness, not just for students,
families and visitors, but for business development. The coordinated effort, whether to bring
regional and national sporting championships, or manufacturing or religious conventions to the
state, all speak volumes about who we are and our ability to bond as an intellectual team.

T urge you to support the $15 million statewide tourism marketing fund investment. It is a small
price to pay for such significant and far reaching returns.

Patricia H. Meiser
Director of Athletics
Special Assistant to the President

University of Hartford



